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The Power of Film
The “POWER” is connected to our “HUMANITY” in specific ways:

• AS HUMANS, we are hard-wired for storytelling 
as a social/cultural bond.

• We are biologically Eye/ear-CENTRIC.

• According to M, The more realistic (verisimilitude) a 

story is the more impactful.

o This power is unique to film (TV and video as well)

o “Film connects to the human psyche in a deep 

way.” Stanley Cavell 

o The mind seems to step into another sphere of 
engagement as the images on the screen flood 
into our receptive consciousness. 

o Altered state of consciousness is enthralling and 
irresistible.

• The mind-movie problem = how a 2 dimensional 
moving image hooks our consciousness.

• Our minds and movies are suited to one another. 

• Sacred form of Art?



Individual Power of Film
• Demographic Power:  Movies 

have a larger mass appeal than  
most other artistic media. 
Cross-Cultural.

• Movies appeal to us at 
unconscious psychological
levels. (Freud)

• We have a very BASIC “natural 
literacy” for understanding 
movies. (Noel Carroll)

• Movies AMPLIFY/ACCENTUATE
reality through HEIGHTENED
stories via powerful images, 
special FX, audio, dialogue, 
music. 

• Offers us “fiction” (a better 
more entertaining world). We 
want to be fooled?!

• Movies are NOT mirrors of 
reality.

• Movies support/reinforce the 
prevailing social/ideological
viewpoints in society.



The Film Industry as Media/Cultural EPICENTER of 

American Society

1.Economic Center of Entertainment 
Industry $9-12 Billion/year in USA alone

2.Cultural Epi-Center (Names, People, 
places, and events)

3.Narrative/Philosophical Center—
(IMPORTANT Shared Stories, Common 
Mythologies)

4.Educational Center

5.Political Power (Nationally and Globally)



Highest Paid Actors 2016/17
Link to Forbes: 

http://www.forbes.com/actors/#33ba65082740
http://www.forbes.com/actors/#33ba65082740
http://www.forbes.com/actors/#33ba65082740


Worldwide All-Time Box Office



Domestic Box Office
Adjusted for Inflation



All Time Records

OVERALL RECORDS BY RATING

Chart (click to view) Record Holder Record

RATED R
Passion of the Christ 

(2004)
American Sniper (2014)

$370,782,930
$350, 126,372

RATED PG-13 Avatar (2009) $757,586,139

RATED PG Star Wars (1977) $1,460,998,007

RATED G Frozen (2014) $875,055,000

RATED NC-17 Showgirls (1995) $20,350,754

MOVIES THAT NEVER HIT #1 My Big Fat Greek Wedding $241,438,208

IMAX Everest (IMAX) $87,178,599

http://www.boxofficemojo.com/alltime/domestic/mpaa.htm?page=R&p=.htm
http://www.boxofficemojo.com/alltime/domestic/mpaa.htm?page=PG-13&p=.htm
http://www.boxofficemojo.com/alltime/domestic/mpaa.htm?page=PG&p=.htm
http://www.boxofficemojo.com/alltime/domestic/mpaa.htm?page=G&p=.htm
http://www.boxofficemojo.com/alltime/domestic/mpaa.htm?page=NC-17&p=.htm
http://www.boxofficemojo.com/alltime/domestic/never1.htm
http://www.boxofficemojo.com/alltime/domestic/imax.htm



